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2010 MOSB Florida
Society Annual Meeting

On July 17, 2010, the MOS&B Florida Society
held their annual meet.]i
cated on SR200 in Ocala, Florida. Members
came throughout the state. This was an elec-
tion year for the Florida Society. Those that
were newly elected were as follows: Randy Ker-
lin - Society Commander; Eric Hague - Society
Lt. Commander; Raleigh Worsham - Society Ad-
jutant; Ben Willingham - Society Chief of
Staff; and Jeff Sizemore - Society Editor.
Planning for the 2011 Annual General Conven-
tion in Jacksonville, Florida was discussed. Pic-
tured above is a group picture of all the MOS&B
Florida Society attendees that were present at
this meeting. This was also the first time that
a group picture had been taken at any of the
MOS&B Florida Annual meetings.
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Words of Inspiration

oGod b/l ess

us

ever

I n Di cGamestmasiCarol thereis a
dramatic scene near the end of the story when
the reformed Scrooge amazes & delights the
Cratchett family with a raise for Bob and gifts
for the whole family & Tiny Tim leans on his fa-
ther and says, 0God bl
that what God has done on December night long
ago for each of us?

The blessing that transforms the quality
of our lives is Godos
world: the gift of His son, Jesus Christ. It re-
veal s what God is real/l
medé, Jesus said, oO0OYou h
'God the Father is love and the life of Jesus
shows for all time and for all people what such
love is really like. And dhow much God really
loves us. This is love that risks rejection, love
that is costly, love that trusts others.

As we approach Christ in just two weeks,

e

(7}

S
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may each of us accept with joy and gladness
Godods Hi
many ngs.

gi ft of s Son ar

bl Let
for us may so transform our hearts and lives

essi us

that we may be filled with His Spirit of self
God

giving |l ove, o0May bl
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The Stainless Banner

Page 2

Request for Assistance
with 2011 MOS&B
Convention to be Held in
Jacksonville, Florida

In 2011, the General Convention of the Military
Stars & Bars will be held in Jacksonville, Florida.
If you are able to help with the preparation of
this convention, please contact Chief of Staff
Ben Willingham (e -mail: Ben@willingham.com).
Your assistance is greatly appreciated.

Submittal Entries

The Stainless Banner newsletter of the MOSB
Florida Society is published four times annually
and news copy need to be submitted via e -mail to
editor@mosbfl.org on or before the 20th day of

the preceding month. Pictures are welcome.
Please submit articles in Microsoft Word format

or as plain text in your e -mail. Thanks!!

Instructions for Applying
for the
Dr. C. Fred McNary
Scholarship

The Dr. Fred McNary scholarship is
awarded annually to a graduating high school stu-
dent or someone that is currently enrolled in an

institution of higher learning. The requirement is
that the applicant must be the descendant of a
Confederate officer. To apply, the applicant must
send in an unopened certified transcript of his or
her high school grades along with a detailed de-
scription of his or
service demonstrating that the applicant has
|l earned the history
service. Grades are important but the knowledge

her

of the ancestords servi
plicant must also show that he or she has been
accepted into an institute of higher learning

and a statement that the applicant intends to
attend said institution. Applications must be
received by 15 July of each year in order to be
considered.

Applications are to be sent to:
Mr. Wiley C. Kerlin
3319 SE4 " Street
Ocala, FL 34471 -2917

- raiser

Florida Society Fund

At this time the Florida Society is selling the
above shown patch for $20.00 as a fund -

raiser to fund Society projects and to offset

cost associated with the Annual Convention.

For those interested, please make out your
chegictatieMO$EB FloridaSqaiely ang mailt e
it to Raleigh Worsham, Adjutant at 6768

s u r r Hagswerth [riye, Lakeland, £ 33813.t o r 6 s

Thanks for your participation.

Cc €
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The MOS&B 2011 Sesquicen-
tennial Convention
July 14th & July 19th
Wyndham Riverwalk Hotel,
Jacksonville, FL

We have been talking about the upcoming con-
vention for a long time. It is now close, barely
six months away and time to get busy and final-
ize the program. It is a difficult task to decide
on what is best for visitors. When one lives in
the middle of Jacksonville is easy to take it all
for granted but for our visitors from other ar-
eas, we need to get the word out and tell them
what we have. One area | always forget is our
beach. | know Florida has about 2000 miles of
beach so we tend to
could long debate who has the best beach and
|l dm not going there, I
in the Jacksonville is great and perhaps one of
the best features is that it has far fewer tour-

ists as the invaders from up north want to go
further south where they think it is warmer and
they can be among their fellow Snowbirds. What
we think of as Jacksonville Beach starts at the
Georgia line or the St. Marys River and runs
south almost to St. Augustine and includes the
communities of Fernandina Beach.

say,

http://www.fbfl.us/index.aspx?NID=31
port http://www.insideflorida.com/detail/
mayport/_, Atlantic Beach http://
www.ci.atlantic -beach.fl.us/ , Jacksonville Beach
http://www.jacksonvillebeach.org/  and Ponte
Vedra Beach http://
www.pontevedrachamber.org/visitor -
information/ home of the PGA tour http://
www.pgatour.com/tournaments/r011/ . All of
these are in or very close to Duval County. In
addition to the Atlantic Ocean, there are

parks, Fort Clinch http://
www.floridastateparks.org/fortclinch/

default.cfm _ (built in 1847 and active during
the War Between the States where once a
month re -enactors perform a demonstration,
golf courses and a never ending list of attrac-
tions. Just north of the beach area is the
Kingsley Plantation http://www.nps.gov/timu/
historyculture/kp.htm __, one of the largest
plantations in Florida prior to the war which
today has been turned into a park and open to
visitors. Then, of course, there is the Timuquan
Preserve http://www.nps.gov/foca/index.htm
thought to be the oldest settlement on the

North American continent as well as the first
western European settlement at Ft. Caroline
http://www.nps.gov/timu/historyculture/

foca.htm , also a National Park.

, May-

Go to our website http://www.mosbfl.org/
id18.html and give us your suggestions. Volun-
teer to help us at the convention. We need
people to help check in guests and generally
tell them what and where to go.

Refer also to page 7 of this newsletter for a
reservation form that we encourage you to fill
out and send in early so we have a record that
you will be attending.
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Florida Society around Florida. Please let us know if you might

Commander 0s Me s Sbeaw'tljing to assist. In any case, we are counting
on a good attendance from the Florida Society.

Dear Fellow Members of the Florida Society: January is the month we celebrate the
Lee/Jackson birthdays. Please let us know what
As we start into the Christmas Season, your chapter is planning for these events so we
let me start by wishing each of you and your can get the word out to other Society members.
families a very Merry Christmas.
The last several months have been busy God Bless America,
for the Florida Society of the MOS&B. We Randy Kerlin
participated in numerous events starting with Commander, Florida Society MOS&B
a presentation at the Belleview ONine Mile

Pondé and a joint display witbpaeciabTheakss of un-
ion Veterans at the Inverness Public Library.

Then it was back t o Bel I0abeha¥f ofthd MOS&E Roeda SoEietyl, we
Mai ze Festival 6 and on twouldlike tokank ldoyd Hartisefor femission h e

display at Fort Caroline National Park at the to publish his article in this edition of the
OWar Between the Stat es SlpleskBamer.0Thevdnticleilits anérsty can
largely Union displays with the MOS&B being be found on page 5 and 6 of this newsletter.
the sole Confederate present. The highlight of

the season was a presentation on flags to the Membership Dues Reminder

West Point Society of North Florida at their

monthly meeting at the Fleet Landing retire- Once again, your membership dues is to
ment center; there was a Perl Harbor Day be sent to your chapter for your respective na-

presentation at the Oc a ltghal ét8té, 8nbl éhapfesduel.athdse duek fh e
CAPT J.J. Dickison Chapter in Jacksonville had the form of one check is to be sent to your

itds annual o0Dinning | n ghapdt adfitBnt Wha Will tVe dedd it @ bur

tended. Florida Society adjutant who will forward the
What has your chapter been doing? necessary payment onto the MOS&B Interna-
Please let us have feedback on your activities tional headquarters.
as we would like to get the word out to the For those chapters th
rest of the Society. ing accounts, checks can be made out to the
The MOS&B Sesquicentennial Conven- MOS&B Florida Society and Raleigh Worsham,
tion will be in Jacksonville 14 616 July 2011. It Florida Society Adjutant, will be able to send
should be a memorable event for all. At the forth the respective dues payments to the re-
present time we are still trying to finalize the spective parties. Please forward to correspon-
plans. We need volunteers to help us with the dence to Raleigh Worsham, Society Adjutant at
program, to help us at registration and gener- 6755 Hartworth Drive, Lakeland, FL 33813.
ally coordinate the activities of those mem- We appreciate you continued support by

bers attending who donbo teontniify Yourtm@Bberkhip b &h¥ MOS&B.
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PAGE FOUR

When War Came
To Polk County

Battle at Bowlegs Creek
20 February, 1864

by William Lloyd Harris
1st Lt. Commander
Gen. E.M. Law Camp
Sons of Confederate Veterans

WAR IN POLK COUNTY? “Not since
the Indian Wars and the fight at the old
Tillis Homestead,"” would be the reply of
most Polk Countians. Most individuals
are startled to hear that a clash between
Blue and Gray actually occurred just
south of Fort Meade. Though it doesn't
figure prominently in the list of battles,
or cause historians to take special note,
the events and deeds of that day form a
colorful part of our heritage.

In 1864 the outlook for the Confed-
erate Cause was gloomy on all fronts,
but on February 20th a glint of good
news was reported from Florida. The
Confederate forces, at the Battle of
Olustee (near Lake City), defeated a
Federal army trying to penetrate the
state. The Union effort to disrupt supply
lines and capture Tallahassee had failed,
and their forces were racing to the cover
of their gunboats on the St. Johns River
at captured Jacksonville. The date was
no less notable here.

The area was sparsely populated.
Three years earlier there were just over
300 men registered to vote (not all were
of military age) on this wilderness fringe
of south Florida. At the onset of war,
families, communities and friends were
divided according to the dictates of
heart and deepfelt convictions. Union
sympathizers, tagged as deserters,
abandoned their homes and trekked
south to Fort Myers. Those men loyal to
the Confederacy seized the opportunity
to serve, forming into military companies
to prepare for war. Quite a number left
the state as members of the South
Florida Bulldogs (Co. E, 7th Florida
Infantry) to fight in the Confederate
Army of Tennessee. Still others did their
duty on the battlefields of Virginia, and
those left became soldiers at home.

South Florida was of vital importance
to the Confederate States of America.
The vast herds of Jacob Summerlin and
a handful of other cattlemen, roaming
in the open range of the Peace-Kissim-
mee River Basin, had become, by 1864,
the sole meat ration for the Southern
armies opposing General W. T. Sherman
in north Georgia. During the dry season
an average of 2,000 head of cattle per
week were driven north. They started at
Fort Meade and wound their way through
Bartow, Brooksville, Gainesville and on
to Baldwin to be loaded on railroad
cars.

In an effort to impede this activity and
hopefully shorten the war, the United
States government reactivated Fort

Myers as an army post. They stationed
five companies of regulars and rangers
there to raid the herds and create tur-
moil where possible. These raids, in one
year, netted an estimated 4,500 head of
cattle. The war in Florida rapidly became
one, not for territory, but of supply -
namely livestock.

A systematic attempt to steal or slaugh-
ter all the cattle possible became the
strategy. It was necessary to find local
men, familiar with the area, to lead the
raids. James D. Green was such a man;
he had been an early settler (in 1851
Redding Blount purchased the Green
homesite, which consisted of much of
present-day Bartow) and lived in and
around Fort Meade. (Editor's note: an
1855 map shows Green living three miles
northeast of Fort Meade.) A member of
Captain William B. Hooker's company
during the Seminole War, he roamed
the Peace River valley becoming ac-
quainted with the land and practicaily
all the residents of this vast area. As a
result, he applied for a commission in
the Union army. He was said to have
"dash and daring for this peculiar kind
of warfare, which is different from
almost any other."” First Lieutenant
James D. Green recruited thirty-four
men and they mustered into the Union
army as Company A, Ist Battalion of
Florida Rangers. Later, after regimental
organization, the unit was known as
Company A, 2nd Florida Cavalry, USA.

To provide some protection to the
settlers and to guard the cattle drives, a
unique, unconventional force of hard-
riding “crackers” was organized across
south Florida. Assigned to the Confed-
erate Quartermaster Department, these

L

L

A

Capt. Francis Asbury Hendry

men formed the 1st Florida Special Cav-
alry Battalion under Colonel Charles
Munnerlyn. Nicknamed the “Cow Cav-
alry,” they were a diverse group of
veterans, old Indian fighters, ranchers,
settlers and soldiers of the Confederate
army. Most were local men, kept in
communities where they could provide
for their families. Some had been
detailed from the battle front because of
their knowledge in handling cattle.

Stationed at Fort Meade was Captain
F. A. Hendry's company of Independent
Cavalry. He and the men of his command
were primarily local pioneers. According
to Colonel Munnerlyn’s first official
report, “these troops were the most ef-
ficient of all.” They were so effective in
driving off Union cattle rustlers that
stealing in the area almost stopped.
Their job was to guard against Yankee
incursions and head the bovine regi-
ments on to their ultimate destination -
the stomachs of the hungry, gray-clad
soldiers fighting in desperation in north
Georgia.

In Florida, February, 1864, the land
was experiencing the dry winter season,
and it's not hard to envision the terrain
of palmettos, prairie and pine between
Union Fort Myers and Confederate Fort
Meade. Eager for a fight, and in conjunc-
tion with the larger strategy being played
out in north Florida, 1st Lieutenant
Green would lead a Union raiding party
up the Peace River Valley. He was
ordered to capture horses and cattle
and take whatever supplies the settlers
had that would be useful to the army.
He also burned their homes and all
other buildings and destroyed crops.
These homes were nearly all those of
men who were away fighting for the
Southern cause, and only their wives
and children were left to manage as
best they could.

The blue-coated cavalry rode the
approximately 100 miles toward Fort
Meade to carry out their mission. At the
time cattle drives were underway, and
hopefully they would encounter only
slight resistance and maybe disrupt
operations at the fort. The Confederates,
however, had actually made their base
of operations in a hammock some four
miles north of Fort Meade near Camp
Branch, probably as a precaution
against just such a raid.

Arriving in the Fort Meade area, they
raided the Underhill home, fought with
local residents, killing 75 year old Jim
Lanier, and went to the Willoughby Tillis
home. Tillis was away at the time, and,
as recounted by his son some years
later, “they took all of the horses and
wagons loaded with provisions, corn
fodder and meat, took the negro men
and all firearms.” Lieutenant Green's
official report stated that “on the 13th
and 14th this company was engaged in
skirmishing with guerrillas near Fort
Meade and succeeded in driving them
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