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Cause of Secession, Cause of War?
By J.A. Barton Campbell
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| would like to address the question in my title, admittedly in capsulated form, but one which might giy

e you

ammunition as you find yourself in these dialogues. | am indebted to some degree in my thoughts to my collpagues

Waite Rawls of the MOC, who tackled this issue in a recent talk to an area Rotary Club, and Jack Ackerly (

e fine

article on Jack in the latest CWPT magazine), who shared with some friends his reaction to the recent newsjaper
column. However, the thoughts as expressed here are couched in my own terms, and expand somewhat of their

treatment of the issue.

were not synonymous. This is a distinction conveniently blurred by many. In the case of the first seven stat
withdraw from the Union, a right they saw as inherent in the Constitution (and to which | believe most of us
concur) , the action was precipitated by Lincoln
ject of slavery did play a predominant role in this, as is stated clearly in the ordinances of secession of most
states. However, it was Lincolnbés call for 75,0
Virginia, Tennessee, North Carolina, and Arkansas. They saw his action as unconstitutional, and were not p
to countenance being a part of invading their southern neighbors. It is worth noting that by some figures, fully
of the manpower of the southern armies came fr om
statements in his first i naugur al addr es s, and h
that his motives were not driven by the issue of slavery, but that of the onus of seeing the Union dissolved.

My purpose in this short dissertation is to point out that the causes of secession and the causes for trie war
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Twice Lincoln chose force over diplomacy and negotiation; first with his call to arms to subdue the original

seceding seven states, and then with his subsequent overt invasion of the Confederacy. The objective obse
should clearly conclude that it was the actions by President Lincoln that chose a course for war over mediati

ver
n, thus

condemning the country to over 600,000 American casualties. As all of this reading audience well knows, the sub-
ject of emancipation was not injected into the conflict until January of 1863, and then by means of a very poliical

selfserving proclamation. The next time someone launches into a myopic view of the causes of the war, you
challenge them as to what do they really mean.
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#1 11 AT AAO ' AT AOAI 60 -
The Three Legged Stool

In my message in the M@ f f i c e,d surmma@zad wlth the following statement:

We will continue to focus on securing our financial strength, improving membership
recruiting and retention, and expanding our national footprint with other heritage or-
ganizations. By remaining focused in these three strategic areas, the Order will be
successful.

These three major areas of effort and focus for our Order are tangibly interdependent and
like the three supporting legs of a stool. Remove one leg and the stool is no longer stable and fuf
If we allow one of these three strategic areas to fail, our Order may not be successful in its mission
ervation and education.

Our financial strength represented in our balance statement continues to remain strong. We
tering our major 2011 dues collection period and we must encourage 100% retention of our existin
bers. Without retention, we will find our revenue stream severely diminished, which will impact our
budgetary objectives. Additionally, it takes all of our members with their individual networks to prg
our most effective recruiting. These networks also include the membership in other national fratern
or heritage organizations which exponentially increases our opportunity to reach out and encourag
cations for membership within the Order. This is aufical third leg of the stool.

Many of our members also belong to other organizations; e.g., Sons of the American Revd
Sons of the Confederate Veterans, Civil War Preservation Trust, Masons, and the War of 1812. Tk
many other fraternal and/or heritage organizations such as the United Daughters of the Confeder
Daughters of the American Revolution, the Society of Cincinnati, the English Speaking Union, the
and Grey, the Morganés Men Associati on, and
and how do we already connect with them? | urge every member to evaluate his memberships
other organizations for potential recruits for our Order.

It is imperative that we expand our national footpfirdur public image by ensuring that thesg
fraternal and heritage organizations know and understand the mission and purpose of the Military (
the Stars and Bars. Our best recruiters in this effort are our members who belong to other organ
We must A b r airdefice it Sowd, an® hastectiiese multiple members spread our unique g
They are our ambassadors, and we are counting on their descriptive, diplomatic and persuasive
We are also gradually approaching other International organizations and success in this field will bg
prestige and financial security.

Other initial actions that we have taken are the purchase of advertisement space in the
Daughters of the Confederacy September and December 2010 magazine issues. In turn, the South
tage Ball and the Descendants of Confederate Veterans have purchased advertising space from
Confederate War JournalNovemberOf f i ¢ e) &e aldd aetolnize the young men who earn
Boy Scouts of Americabés Eagle rank and the R

Gentlemen, the future of the Order isYiI®@UR hands!

Max L. Waldrop, Jr.

Commander General
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Submitted by Bert Blackmon

Civil War Monument Dedication
(Submitted by Bert Blackmon)

On July 24 th the first Civil War Monument in Baldwin County, AL
was dedicated on an exceedingly hot day. About 40 people braved
the blistering 100 degree plus temperature to view the ceremony.
The Monument is a part of monument row in the new Bicentennial
Park south of Stockton.

The Confederate part of the monument was provided by money
raised by the St John Richardson Liddell Chapter. The Chapter
held a brick sale to raise the needed funds. The bricks will become
a part of the walkway in the military section of the park.

Several Chapter members were in attendance with Commander
Blackmon delivering the dedication. A new member, Zachary
Locklear, kept the re -enactors in step with his drum. The Re -
enactors, under command of Colonel Tom Robinson and General
Way were letter perfect in all respects and several elected politi-
cians contributed to the program. The local papers printed very
favorable articles and the county film crew was on hand to add the
day to the county film archives.

Request for EMail and Mailing Changes

We need your correct-Ena i |

address and mailing address. We are se
printed. We find many members have not reported their address and others have not advised us of address changes. |

make sure we have your currentiail and physical address. Contact ubeddquarters@mosbihqg.asgby phone (877) 790

6672 so we may stay in touch.

ndi
Please

I


https://mymail1.myregisteredsite.com/src/compose.php?send_to=headquarters@mosbihq.org
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More Pictures of the Baldwin
County Civil War Monument
Dedication (Submitted by Bert
Blackmon)
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ALABAMA SOCIETY
GORGAS CHAPTER #299 REPORT

(By Dr. Sam Gambrell, Jr, Adjutant)

Our Beloved Southern Heritage

As a Southerner you were bequeathed a most enviable legacy. Southerners haye
played a most important role in the making of this country and guarding its principles.

We are not much thought of in this respect by our northern friends. | think it is becalise
Southerners were more talkers than writers and in the fast moving world of today fami-

lies do not have the time to share with the younger generations the stories and histgries
of by gone generations. Because of this, much of the achievements and sacrifices made

by our ancestors are being forgotten.
Southerners played a most important role in the achieving of freedom for our

Nation, forming of our government and protecting it. One only has to look at the Fouynd-

ing Fathers to see the contributions and importance of Southerners at that time, Wasgh-

ington, Madison, Monroe and Jefferson to name a few.

But before this Republic could be |[for]
beginning of the end of the Revolutionary War was started with the winning of the Battle

of Kings Mountain and other battles in the south. They were won by Southerners who
were no more than a rag tag army of backwoodsmen who did not know military tactigs

except what they had learned by fighting Indians. These men had defeated the entirg left

flank of the best trained, best equipped, most feared and thought to be the best army in

the entire world, at that time.

It was mostly Southerners at Cowpens, Guilford Courthouse and other southern bat-

tles that went on to Yorktown achieved the defeat of the British army there. Had it npt
been for the winning of these battles, we might speak with a British accent today.

I would Iike to insert a page from Hank

wrote as well as quotes from Theodore Roosevelt and F. N. Boney.
fiThe Revolutionary War in the southern states has received little attention

in comparison to the detailed study given the campaigns in the North. This is unfor{u-

nate since much decisive action took place there, but perhaps the nature of the struggle

accounts for the historiansd neglect.
officers of the Continental army but rather the natural leaders of the people, who had
learned their skills in the continuing effort to seize the land of the Indian.

By achieving better perspective of the past, something may be accomplished in|the

present. For the hero of this book has fallen on evil times. He is called various unflat-
tering names today and isthe buttof comit r i p buf f oonery and
novels. Because he remains an individualist, he is a safe target.

t

Th

h

Thereb6s nothing new about this attfitucd
ary War period, he was sneered at by the rich merchants of the lowlands, he was hgld in

contempt by the Continental armyés high
human by the British. Major Patrick Ferguson called him a bandit, a barbarian, a mgn-

grel. He had little respect for law and order. He could be quite ruthless. He was algo

superstitious and at times napve. Ye
thers followed Boone and fought at Kinh
son to overcome the Creeks; the grands

And, it should be added, the gregrtindsons provided Lee and Johnson with the bgs
fighting infantry the world had yet seen. Poorly clothed,-btdfved, they responded
magni ficently to magnificent | eader sh
their forefathers had won the first.
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Moreover, in wars since, they have always been the cutting edge. As F. N. Boney, the Georgian historian, puts

iThere is no shortage of rednecks in the neat, qui ein
normal times, the redneck has always been welcomed when the nation went to war.

Peace is the dream today, and the redneck shares
manés fight.o He never started a war, but he was alw
cause of the readiness to do his duty as he saw it, t

Southerners again saved our freedom at Fort McHenry and New Orleans. Was it not Southerners like Madison, Arni
and Jackson who played major roles in winning the War of 1812?

Look at the contribution that Price, Davis, Lee and other Southerners made in the War with Spain. Houston, Crockett]
and more Southerners in the War with Mexico made their own type of contributions.

The most colorful and best thought of Americans who fought in the War Between the States were Southerners. Men
Davis, Lee, Jackson, Longstreet, Mosby, Simms, Forrest, Pickett, Stewart, Bragg, Hunley, Rodes, Sanders and many o
the soldiers admired and respected by the Americans on both side during this epic struggle.

The Southerner was defending the Constitution their grandfathers had adopted and freedom they had won in the Re

They were defending their States that freely joined the Union and felt they not only had a right and even an obligaten to
the Union if they were discriminated against, which t
brought on by the influx of i mmigration was a detri me

The South sustained 4 long years of war. Starting a hew nation and suffering a blockade of her ports that prevedtec
necessities, even salt, from being shipped in. The Southern people suffered tremendously during this period yetras a w
mained loyal to their cause. The suffering continued during reconstruction, however they became united again when cal
on to defend this Country from foreign aggression.

The most decorated soldier in World War | was Sgt. Alvin York of Tennessee and in World War Il was Audie Murphy
Texas. | know that Southerners since then have also rose to the challenge.

If ever our northern neighbors refer to any Southerner or me as bandit, barbarian, mongrel, hick or redneck, | will we
that as a badge of honor. For had it not been for my ancestors that were also called those very names, he and | wiyld
be saluting the Union Jack, singing fiHail to the Quee

Conservatism is the marrow of liberty and Americanism. The South is the bastion of Conservatism. Thomas Jeffers
iThe tree of Liberty must sometimes be nurtured by th
Liberals and ballots of Conservatives must nurture the tree of Liberty.

It is our duty to see that our youths are educated to the values, the traditions, history and heritage of the Souttdand r
much as ever. And they are encouraged to become ours N
of history that the greatest period in the liberty of man, has vanished from the earth.

Written by Walter E. Dockery, DCS, Past Commander of the Gen. Josiah Gorgas MOS&B Chapter, AOT Executive Cou

GENERAL FORREST MONUMENT PROJECT

The Chapterdos effort to establish a monument to Gener
ment will be a Georgia granite stone approximatel yonf i
the stone in letters 5/8 inches high. Dedication of the monument is tentatively set for early May of 2011. Individuals ang
groups interested in honoring General Forrest and/or their Confederate ancestors are encouraged to contribute to the ef
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Fund raising is going well but contributions, in any amount, are still needed. Chapter Commander Richard Rhone has dpplied t
the Order of the Southern Cross for funds. Checks should be made payable to Gorgas Chapter, MOS&B and mailed to
entry, Tuscaloosa, AL 35404.

WAR SERVICE MEDAL

At the last national convention in Oklahoma City, Chapter member Lieutenant Colo-
nel Dan Clark (US Army), currently on active duty, was awarded the War Service
Medal for service in combat. Since he was unable to attend the convention, the
medal was awarded at the July meeting of the Chapter. In the photograph, Lieuten-
ant Commander General and Gorgas Chapter Commander Richard Rhone (right), is
seen presenting the medal to LTC Clark.

/1 Cov-
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RECENT PROGRAMS

July- Chapter member, Dr. Jerry Oldshue, spokéichh e hi st d"Ay adfa mah ¢ nf & n tTheyregimeny i me nt
was formed at Courtland, AL on August 6, 1861 with eight hundred men in seven companies from northwest Alabama and one
company from south Alabama. Five of the McGowan brothers were in the south Alabama Company, four of which were| killed
or died whiled serving. The regiment started with some men being armed with flintlock rifles. The regiment begantfighting a
Fishing Creek near the Cumberl and River in General Zof I ik
across the Cumberl and and they moved ultimately endinjg up
wounded. The regiment had been previ ous [?fabanaahe ddrennesseeGle n e r
and the 3% and 3% Mississippi. Moving to various battlefields during the war they were at Corinth, Tullahoma, Murfreesporo
(Stones River) where they lost 168 men, Chattanooga (Chickamauga) where they lost 244 men, Dalton, and Atlanta and then
fought in the retrograde movement of the Western Army losing 200 men. On the bloody field at Jonesboro, they lost abput 150
men. Moving with Hood into Tennessee, the brigade lost half of its remaining force and every commissioned officerrat Frankli
and Nashville. A remnant of the brigade surrendered at Goldsboro, NC with about 50 men present. Jerry read several Yery in-
teresting letters from soldiers in the™6hich described life in the camps and on the battlefield. Very heavy losses in killed and
wounded were cited in the letters.

August-Chapter member, the Rever end JIWiliamJandsnProphetlofithe €anfeders plo k e
a c y Jones was a prominent Baptist Statesman and fervent Confederate. Attending the University of Virginia, Jones bgcame a
Christian leader, set up a school for Blacks, and caused over 100 people to join the church. He was ordained in duare, 1860,
ried on December 20, and appointed Pastor of the Little River Baptist Church. During the WBTS, he served as a chaplgin in th
Confederate Army and was a consistent leader for religious matters. He traveled throughout the Confederacy preaching and
baptizing soldiers and insisted that the Bible be available to all soldiers. In 1865, he became Pastor of two churgimés in Vi

and a good friend of Robert E. Lee. The Lee family requested that he become the official biographer of R. E. Leethide gpent
rest of his life in Virginia and was a leader in the Southern Baptist Convention. Over the years, he chronicled theséyes

Jackson, and Davis more than any other author. He served as Chaplain of the United Confederate Veterans and was ajways a
strong defender of R. E. Lee. He aut hored, AChrist ifjn th
on March 17, 1909 in Columbus, GA while visiting his son.

Quarterly Meeting of the Lt. Gen. Nathan Forrest MOS&B Chapter

The quarterly meeting of tHeT GEN Nathan Bedford Forrest MOS&B Chapt0 was held on July 24,2018t the
Lee County Library in Tupelo, MissCommander Christopher Cummins, MD, called the meeting to order. After the invocation
and pledge€ommander Cummins gave a brief history of the MOS&B to all our visitors. We were also briefed on more issues
regarding our bank account in regard to monthly balance fees.

Compatriot Larry Jolly then introduced visitors from the Tupelo Thomas Gray ChapterSdrkef the American Revolu-
tion, of which all were also of Confederate ancestry. Compatriot Jolly then introduced our guest speaker, Judge Jirh RoQerts o
Pontotoc. Judge Roberts gave a most interesting and informative history of his eight Confederate anhedgerRoberts also
told us of his participation as a fifteen year old youth in Jackson, Misshe 100th anniversanf Mississippi Secessioe&d-
ing to the War Between the States.

Commander Cummins concluded the meeting with a very moving Roll of Honor ceremony recognizing our Confederate
ancestors, and, alsb] GEN N B Forrest, Generals Robert E. Lee & "Stonewall" JacksonPaesident Jefferson Davis.

The Mississippi Society MOS&B annual reunion will be held in October in Ripymmander Cummins will also inform
the Chapter membership of our next regular meeting in Ripley by e mail and/or phone.

- Submitted by Preston E. Irving, Lt. Commander
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Request for Anniversary Book Information

We are currently working on updating the History Book of the Military Order of Stars and Bars. The last to be created wag the
Sixty-Fifth Anniversary Edition of 2003.

Please assist in this effort by providing updated information on your Army, Society, and Chapters as soon as pogsible.
This is an important and overdue effort and worthy of our diligence. | encourage and implore all levels of the orgamization|t
contribute to a successful document that will endure for generations to come.

Please send all information and documentation to:

Raymond W. Gill, Jr., DCS
Historian General

10938 Tidewater Trl
Fredericksburg, VA 22408 -2023
raywgill@comcast.net
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South Carolina MOS&B Lee z Jackson Dinner

Please mark Saturday, Januar§“22011 on your calendars. The SC Society, MOS&B will hold our 2011Jhekson
Dinner at the South Carolina State Archives and it will be a special evening for all. Director of the SC Archives, DneEric E
son (PHD from Alabama) requested that we hold our event at the Archives. By doing this he will be able to show us items which
have not been on public display for many years. These items are relating to the 1832 Nullification Crisis and lateetine Squth
secession and the beginning of the War Between the States.

Our main speaker for the evening will be Dr. Alan Stokes of the University of South Carolina, Caroliniana Library. Dr.
Stokes will be discussing the book which he wagdibor of: Twilight on the South Carolina Rice Fields, Letters of the Hey-
ward Family 18621871.

Thomas Heyward who was a signer of the Declaration of Independence had a plantation across the inlet from Hilton
Head Island, South Carolina. President Washington stayed there (two or three times), and Sherman's army burned it to the
ground. At the beginning of the 20th century, Duncan Heyward would be Governor of South Carolina.

The cost for our Ledackson Dinner is $35 per person. A full description of our 2014Jkekson Dinner and the reg-
istration form can be found on our webshép://scmosb.org/20tlee-Jackson_Dinner.htm

CORRECTION

I n the August, 2010 edition of Officerdéds Calll magazinje it
ated in 20022004 during the administration of Past Commander General Jeffrey Massey. In fact, the fund was created in 2000
2002 during the administration of Past Commander General Albert Jones. We regret this error.
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2011 Sesquicentennial
MOS&B Convention

Dinner on the St. Johns River

On Thursday evening, 14 July 2011 we are planning a cruise on
beautiful St. Johns River. Depending on the number that sign up, we
take one of the two paddle wheel ships for a seated dinner while crui
past downtown Jacksonville, the commercial harbor where thousands of

eign automobiles, containers from all parts of the world are discharged,
Blount Island where the military pgosition ships are maintained. The Sx.

Johns is one of only two major rivers in the world to flow north (the ot
being the Nile) and empties into the Atlantic Ocean.

During the War Between the States, the river was a dividing |
between the Federal forces to the east and Confederates controlling th
mainder of the state. We will have a local historian, Larry Skinner, exp
to you the ARiver Waro and how t
sinking Federal ships on the river using torpedoes (mines) and ca
troops. The Federals felt they could penetrate Florida by sailing up the
into the interior of the state where they expected to find blacks eager t
turn with them to become soldiers and fight the Confederates.

The small Confederate bands of cavalry were successful in frus
ing these efforts and maintained control of the vast majority of the state.
story is fascinating and one you will enjoy hearing.

Make your plans now to register for the 2011 convention in Jacksonville
make your hotel reservations by clicking attp://www.wyndham.com/
groupevents2010/jaxht _mosbfl/main.w8hould you have any questions,
contact us atonvention@mosbfl.org

We are planning to make this the Convention of the century and
hope you will make your plans early to attend.
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The close out sale on the MOS&B jackets is still on going.

Sale price is $50.00 each with free shipping which means a sav-

There are only a few of these jackets remaining.
Order today!

Sizes Item # Sizes Item #

A Reminder

ings of $20.00 off the original price.

3XL MCO007 XL MCO009
2XL MCO008 L MCO010




